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injlitmndo diffeBioms^ cattllatum imprimis valdi juvenum^ <kfc* 
adrei certitudwem major em. 

Seaventbly, from Germany we are inform'd , that in the 
TJniverfity of Jena in £^r Saxony^ one Mr. Weighelmsy 
Profeffbr of the Mathematicks there* hath invented feve* 
ral ingenious Inftruments and Engins * As firft, an Aftro* 
nomical one, which he calls JftrodiBtc&m , by the means 
whereof very many perfons (hall be able at one and the 
fame time to behold one and the fame Star. Secondly, 
An exceeding great Globe of the Worlds capable of ten per- 
fons to fit in it all at once, and to behold the motions of 
theceleftial Bodies, &c. Thirdly, kwedd Bridge, orakmd 
of Stairs, by which a man (hall defcend and yetr^llybe 
raifed upward, and going as 'twere upon a plan {hall,fri m 
a lower, by gently fubfidmg, arrive to an upper fiory,^ 
Of thefe and other particulars 9 faid to be in part already 
done, andinpartdefign'd by the faid Mathematician, we 
hope we fhall in time obtain a more fatisfa&ory ac* 
compt* 

The E%traU of a Letter written by Mr. John Ray to the ?ub~ 
IzfljerfromMidkton, July 4. 1671. concerning Spontaneous 
Generation ; As afi fome Infects (melling of Musfy 
Sir, 

S to the particulars contained in your Letter, f well re- 
_ _ raembr, that Mr; Lifter did , a good wh-le free, 
write me his opinion concerning Vegetable Excrejce^aes, 
and the In fed* therein bred ard harboured 3 but the Let- 
ter containing that Djfcourfe 1 have not at prefcjhtby me, 
it being fent away in a band'e of other Letters and papers 
into Ef<ex. I hav~ therefore writ- 
ten to him ro defire him, to take the * rh Reader is 1 \e to find 

pains himfelf to fend you his t^t^^t M^bT 1 ^ 
thoughts upon that fubjecSL * 

Whether there be any Spontaneous or Anomalous Gene- 

ration of Animals , as hath been the conftant opinion of 

Naturalifts heretofore, I. think there is good reafon to 

queftion* It feems to me at prelent moft probable, that 

there 
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there is no fuch thing • but that even alt Infects are the 
natural iffue of parents of the famzfpecies with themfelves. 
F. Redi hath gone a good way in proving this 3 having 

cleared the point concerning ge- 

* Of this Author an Ac. nerat j 0n ex materia putrida* But ftill 
conrpt was given mSLumb. , c *" 

65. p. 2435. there remain two great difficulties. 

The firft is, tr give an accompt of the 
production of Infeds bred in the By fruits and Excrefcen* 
cies of Vegetables, which the faidl{edi doubrs not to afcribe 
to the Vegetative Soul of the Plant that yields thofe Ex- 
crefcencies. But for this I refer you to Mr, Lifter. The (e- 
tmdy to render an accompt of Iufe6ts bred in the Bodies of 
other animals- Ihope fhortly to be able to give you an ac- 
compt of the Generation of feme of thofe Infers, which 
have been thought to be /pontaneous 3 and which feem as 
unlikely as any to be after the Ordinary and Ufual way* 

Of fuch an Infed:, as yon mention, feeding upon I{a~ 
nunculuf, which when dried yields a Musky (cent, I have 
no knowledge, i can at prefent call to mind but two 
forts of Infers that I have feen,which fme] of Musk. The 
owns like the common Capricornus or Goat-chafer^ which is 
rnention'd by all Naturalifts that write of Infects 5 and 
which fmels fo ftrong of that perfume.that you may (cent 
it at a good diftance as it flies by, or fits near you. The o~ 
ther is a fmall fort of Bee^ which in the South and Eaft- 
parts of England \% frequently to be met withal in Gardens 
among flowers in Spring-time* I remember, they were 
very plentiful in Sir Edw. Duke's Tulip-Carden^ when the 
Tulips flowred. Sir Edwardh now dead 5 his houfe was 
not far from Saxmundham in Suffolk > the name of the Pat 
iifh I have forgot. 

I have by me the Description and Anatomy of a Porpefs 

( which fiflh I happily met withal 

* When this fliall corae to aC m a cke n £r % in vv hich there are 

h*nd> we intend to coramu- r J J . % % T c j 

oicate it to the Curious, the lome particulars, that I find not in 
ingenious Author permit- t k e Defcriptions of Jfondeletius or 

ting lu others, which, if you pleafe, I fhall 

fend you *. I reft, &c. 



